
First Presbyterian Church 

Ninth at Washington, Michigan City, Indiana 

October 18, 2026 

10:00 A.M. (Sanctuary) 

21th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE WORSHIP OF OUR LORD 

 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

* Indicates those who are able, please stand 

 
 

†   †   † 

 

 



WE GATHER BEFORE GOD 
 

† WELCOME – WORSHIP – CELEBRATE – SERVE † 
 

PRELUDE: “Three Joyous Organ Verses ’”                               D. Zipoli 

 

WELCOME 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP: “Gather Us In”           M. Haugen 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 96) Please join in unison 

 One:  Sing to the Lord a new song! Everyone, even the rocks and trees, sing! 

 All:  Let us shout out in praise! 

 One:  God does great things for us. See God’s amazing works all around us. 

 All:  Great is the Lord! 

 One: Tell of God’s wonders! Share stories of God’s glory. 

 All: Let us worship the Lord! 

  

 

 *HYMN #315 “In the Midst of New Dimension” (GtG hymnal) 

 

 

WE ARE RENEWED IN GOD’S GRACE 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION: (Spoken by liturgist) 

 We come to worship because we believe in the goodness of God. We have seen it. We come 

 knowing that we don’t always bear that goodness in our lives. We have made mistakes. And so, 

 we confess, knowing that God is good and merciful and kind. Trusting in God’s grace, let us 

 confess our sins, first together and then in silent prayer... 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Please join in unison) 

 Almighty God, we confess that we have not been the faithful disciples you call us to be. We 

 have not remembered who we are. We are distracted by glittering gold. We are 

 mesmerized by fame and fortune. We turn a blind eye to systems that perpetuate 

 injustice.  We fail to hear the cries for mercy of those who bear unfair burdens.  We close 

 our hearts and imagine empathy to be weakness. Forgive us Lord. Remind us that we are 

 yours, citizens of the kin-dom of God. Give us courage to be kin-dom builders here and 

 now, showing mercy and grace in a world in deep need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

 prayer. Amen 

 

 

 SILENCE IS KEPT  

 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:   

 PASTOR:    Friends, hear the good news. God loves you.  

 All:          Even in our imperfection, 

 Pastor:       God loves us and won’t let us go. Know that you are forgiven and made new, sent 

           forth to love and serve.  

 All:          Alleluia. Amen. 

 
          

*SINGING GOD’S GLORY: Gloria Patri “Glory to the Father” #567 (Please join in unison) 

      Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the        

     beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen Amen Amen. 

 

 



*SHARING THE PEACE OF GOD  

Pastor:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 

   let us all forgive one another, 

   and pass the peace of Christ to each other. 

   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

    All:     And also with you! 

(Worshippers are invited to turn to their neighbors, offer the greeting “The peace of Christ be with 

you”, and one may respond with the words, “And also with you.”  Worshippers may also share a 

handshake, hug or other expression of Christ’s peace.) 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (please join in unison) 

 Lord, as we come to hear your Word for us, still in us all that distracts us. 

 Open our ears to hear your Word for us, read and proclaimed. And open 

 our hearts to be transformed to be your people, to love and serve with 

 faithful obedience. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:                                       Exodus 33:12-23  

 

ANTHEM: “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior”             T. Kirkland 

 

 SECOND LESSON:                           Matthew 22:15-22 

                       

SERMON “Give to God What is God’s”               Rev. Ericka Kilbourne 

 

Children (K-5) are excused for Sunday school. Please join Ms. Melanie and Ms. Lauren in the lobby to 

walk up together as a group. Youth (grades 6-12) please join Ms. Jennifer. 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  (from the Confession of 1967) please join in unison 

 The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has 

 set the pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the 

 church in the common life of all people. His service to men and women   

 commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. 

 His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so 

 that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of 

 need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the 

 inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful consequences 

 of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen 

 Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of 

 God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all 

 wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in 

 the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as 

 Lord. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 EXPRESSING OUR GRATITUDE IN OUR OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY: “Come Christians, Join to Sing!”                      E. Englert 

   
 

 



 Many ways to give and give back paypal.com Click on link 
 

https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/112574644767835624/charity/3545525 
OR Scan here: 

 

When giving on PayPal, please be sure to SHARE your name and 

email address so we can give proper credit for the gift!! 

 

 

 

 

 

*Doxology Song #592 

    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

 *Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 Lord’s Prayer (together, using “debts”) 

 

*HYMN: #840 “When Peace like a River” (GtG Hymnal)  

 

WE GO OUT IN GRATITUDE TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

 
 

*POSTLUDE: “The Happy Trumpeter”                   G. Young 

 

   

SHARE OUR PRAYERS WITH:   

 For each of us to share the Gospel with someone this week: 

 Gerald Anderson, Sandy Dougherty, Stan Holdcraft, Johanna Miller, Barb Reichert,  

Margo Shank, Mary Steider, and Jerry Yacullo for health needs  

 Laurie Wilson who is recovering from surgery 

 Mike Kilbourne, recovering from foot surgery 

 For the family and friends of Luke Jackson as they grieve for him 

 Pam Thornton as she prepares for surgery 

 Pray for our Military and their families 

 AmeriCorps and Peace Corps workers and their families 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR LUKE JACKSON 

October 19
th

 

2-6 p.m. 

Red Mill County Park, Michigan City, Indiana 

Service at 3 p.m. 

By Dan Thornberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/112574644767835624/charity/3545525


GUESTS AND VISITORS 

 We are delighted to welcome you and worship with you today! First time visitors-we would love to 

 connect with you. Please text "welcome" to 219-300-9867 and share your contact information with 

 us. 

 The CHANCEL FLOWERS are given to the glory of God from Margo Shank in honor of the 

anniversary of her mother, Betty Shaw’s birthday. She was born on October 17, 1920. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

 Ministers All Members of the Congregation 

 Preacher Rev. Ericka Kilbourne 

 Organist Carol Garrett 

 Liturgist Deb Langley 

 Youth Liturgist TBA 

 Greeter(s) Brad & Rev. Doreen Sterba-DeZur 

 Ushers Peggy McAnally 

 Video and Sound Team Mark Smith and Antoinette Jackson 

 

Wishing you Very Happy Day! 
 

 

Oct 02       Adeline Russell 

Oct 04       Jenilee Haynes Peterson 

Oct 07       Elizabeth Kelly  

Oct 10       Carolyn Kelly 

Oct 17       Michele McGuire 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Oct 18       Darold Gieser, Jr 

Oct 22       Skyler Steele 

Oct 30       Beth Vaughn 

Oct 30       Donna Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS/DONATION 

No donations were received this week.   

We are always thankful for your kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS, DATES AND/OR TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. THIS LIST WILL BE UPDATED WEEKLY 

AS OF TODAY, THIS IS THE MOST RECENT INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

 Oct 18 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class  

 Oct 18 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service with Pastor Ericka 

 Oct 18 Sunday after the sermon, Sunday school 

 Oct 18  Sunday Third Sunday in the Edith Boyd Lounge with Rev. Doreen Sterba Dezur 

 Oct 18  Sunday Tweens and Teens invited to stay for Third Sunday 

 Oct 19 Monday Pastor Off 

 Oct 20 Tuesday 10 a.m. 3B 

 Oct 21 Wednesday 10 a.m. Outreach meeting 

 Oct 21 Wednesday  1:30 p.m. Wednesday Circle meeting  

 Oct 21 Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Session meeting 

 Oct 22 Thursday 10 a.m. 3B 

 Oct 23 Friday Office closed Pastor by appointment 

 Oct 24 Saturday 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen 

 Oct 24  Saturday 3:00-5:00 p.m. Franklin Street Trick or Treating (Outreach committee is sponsoring 

      the participation in this event). Please refer to the church chat for more information and 

     how you can help. 



 Oct 25 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka 

 Oct 25 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service with Pastor Ericka - Noisy Offering 

 Oct 25 Sunday after the sermon, Sunday school 

 Oct 25 Sunday during worship speaker 

 Oct 25 Sunday Reformation Sunday 

 Oct 25 Sunday 4:30-6:00 p.m. Tweens and Teens at LaPorte Presbyterian for Trunk or Treat 

 Oct 26 Monday Pastor Off 

 Oct 27 Tuesday NO 3B 

 Oct 29 Thursday NO 3B 

 Oct 30 Friday Office closed Pastor by appointment 

 Oct 31 Saturday 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Soup Kitchen 

 Oct 31 Reformation Day 

 Oct 31 HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

 Nov 01 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka 

 Nov 01 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service with Pastor Ericka Communion Sunday 

 Nov 01 Sunday after the sermon, Sunday school 

 Nov 01 Sunday 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (This class will be every first Sunday of the 

  month through the month of May. 

 

CHURCH CHAT 

“Any or all information is subject to change without notification” 

 

THIRD SUNDAY: On October 18, after worship, in the EB Lounge, Rev. Doreen 

Sterba Dezur will present to us about her recent trip to El Salvador through the 

covenants made between the First Presbyterian Church of LaGrange and six 

communities in El Salvador through Living Waters for the World (a ministry of the 

PC (USA). Come and hear what Pastor Doreen has to share with us, and we will 

also consider how our congregation can be involved with Living Waters for the 

World, as well. 

 

 

FINANCE REPORT 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TRICK OR TREAT 

Outreach committee is once again sponsoring the participation of First 

Presbyterian Church in the Franklin Street Trick or Treating event on Saturday, 

October 24, 3-5 PM.  We are asking you to contribute individually wrapped candy 

for distribution to all the princesses and goblins who will be haunting Franklin 

Street on the 24
th

.  Bring your donation to Church on the next two Sundays (11
th

 or 

18th) or have it into the office by Thursday, October 22
nd

.  Thank Booooooo! 

 

 $179,143  

 $150,464  

Expenses

Revenue

Through September 30, 
2026 



STEWARDSHIP 

This stewardship season, you’re invited to practice generosity in all kinds of ways – and not just with 

your bank account. The enclosed “30 Day Generosity Challenge” offers simple, daily prompts to grow in 

gratitude, kindness, and joy. We will also be emailing the prompts daily, and posting them on social 

media. Give it a try! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we sing together, we breathe together. We listen to each other so we can stay in sync and in 

tune, adjusting our pace and volume, ebbing and flowing as we go along. Music is about unity. 

 

And at the same time, music is also about embracing our differences. Different instruments, different 

notes, and voices can blend and contrast and complement each other. Music is about variety. Unity, 

variety – and above all, music is about generosity. The generosity to listen, to cooperate, to make room 

for “making a joyful noise to God.” 

 

The world can feel pretty grim these days – divided, unjust, and disheartening. We need as much 

beauty, justice, and joy in our lives as we can get; First Presbyterian is an oasis of this kind of blessing. 

A place where we Welcome, Worship, Celebrate, and Serve in a chorus of generosity.  So let’s make 

this year’s giving campaign the best one yet. Your pledge card will be arriving in the mail soon, and we 

will be preparing to make our pledges on November 15. 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS MEMBERS 

This might sound like it’s a bit too early but time flies. Remember, once you have your last meeting for 

2026 you can furnish me with your report for the 2026 annual report. This report is extremely time 

consuming.  I would greatly appreciate it if you can get your report to me in advance. If your last 

meeting is in November, there should be no reason to wait to furnish your annual report. One thing off 

your plate and you can totally enjoy the holidays without the thought of the report hanging 

 over your head.    

Thank you in advance. 

Diane Yettaw, Administrative Assistant. 

 

PW FALL PROJECT 

We are collecting powder drink mix and powder coffee creamer for the shelter on 8
th

 Street. 

Place them on the table near the coat racks. 

Thank you, Carol G and Debbie L 

 

ARE YOU A VETERAN IN NEED? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

†  †  † 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For prayer requests 

Contact Jeanette Tyrrell at 

219tyrrell@gmail.com 
 

†  †  † 

 

Rev. Dr. Ericka Parkinson Kilbourne 

Mobile – 219-380-6566 

Office – 219-879-4501 Ext 203 

Fax – 219-879-4503 

E-mail erickapk@fpcmicity.org 

 

 

†  †  † 

 

Diane Yettaw, Office Administrator 

Office – 219-879-4501 Ext 201 

Fax – 219-879-4503 

E-mail – dyettaw@fpcmicity.org 

 

†  †  † 

 

Web Site Address – http://www.fpcmicity.org 

YouTube – First Presbyterian Church Michigan City 

Facebook – First Presbyterian Church Michigan City 

WiFi password: 1holyGod! 

 

 

†  †  † 
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