First Presbyterian Church

Ninth at Washington, Michigan City, Indiana
February 01, 2026
10:00 A.M. (Sanctuary)
Communion Sunday
4™ Sunday after Epiphany

THE BEATITUDES

BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT,
FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN,
FOR THEY WILL BE COMFORTED.
ARE THE MEEK,
FOR THEY WILL INHERIT THE EARTH.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS,
FOR THEY WILL BE FILLED.
BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL,
FOR THEY WILL BE SHOWN MERCY.
BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART,
FOR THEY WILL SEE GOD.
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS,
FOR THEY WILL BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED BECAUSE OF RIGHTEQUSNESS,
FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE INSULT YOU, PERSECUTE YOU AND
FALSELY SAY ALL KINDS OF EVIL AGAINST YOU BECAUSE OF ME.
REJOICE AND BE GLAD, BECAUSE GREAT IS YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN,
FOR IN THE SAME WAY THEY PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS WHO WERE
BEFORE YOU.

5:3-12

THE WORSHIP OF OUR LORD
Tt f

* Indicates those who are able, please stand



WE GATHER BEFORE GOD
1 WELCOME - WORSHIP - CELEBRATE - SERVE f

PRELUDE: “Panis Angelicus” C. Frank
WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Psalm 15) Please join in unison
One: Lord, we come into your sanctuary with eagerness.
All:  May we hear your call and speak your truth.
One: Lord, we come to abide with you in love.
All:  Gather us in honest and faithful community.
One: Lord, prepare us to be people of hope and grace.
All:  Kindle in us courage to live as brave and faithful disciples.
One: Let us worship our God together in this holy place.
All:  Alleluia. Amen.

*HYMN #298 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (pew hymnal)

CALL TO CONFESSION (Spoken by the liturgist)
With what shall | come before the Lord? We come, knowing we’ve lived imperfectly, knowing we
need forgiveness, and we ask what we could possibly offer for such a gift. But when we come in
honesty and repentance, we find a God who is ready to love, ready to forgive, and ready to
renew us as children of God. Trusting in that grace, let us together confess our sin before God.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Micah 6:1-8) Please join in unison
Merciful God, we come before you in confession. You have showered us with blessings, but
we hoavrd those gifts, refusing to share with our neighbors in need. You have given us
freedom to live justly, but we choose to oppress and judge others. You have called us to live
in peaceful community, but we sow discord and breed fear among ourselves. Forgive us.
Soften our hearts and open our minds to hear your call. Inspire us to act justly, love fiercely,
and walk in your way each and every day. Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

SILENCE IS KEPT

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Pastor: The mercy of the Lord is deeper than the depths of the sea and wider than the whole
of the earth. Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, healed and made whole.
Pastor:  Thanks be to God! Amen.

*SINGING GOD’S GLORY: Gloria Patri “Glory to the Father” #567 (Please join in unison)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen Amen Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF GOD
Pastor: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,

let us all forgive one another,

and pass the peace of Christ to each other.

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you!

(Worshippers are invited to turn to their neighbors, offer the greeting “The peace of Christ be
with you”, and one may respond with the words, “And also with you.” Worshippers may also
share a handshake, hug or other expression of Christ’s peace.)



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

NO CHILDREN’S SERMON - NOISY OFFERING

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Please join in unison)
God of wonder, awaken us! As we hear your Word read and proclaimed, open us to be
surprised! Enliven us with the power of the Word and presence of your Spirit. Transform us
for our walk with you. Amen.

FIRST READING Micah 6: 1-8
SECOND READING Matthew 5: 1-12
SERMON “Blessed” Rev. Ericka Parkinson Kilbourne

NO Sunday School today

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from The Confession of 1967) Please join in unison.
In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to God'’s self. Jesus Christ is God with us. He
is the eternal Son of the Father, who became human and lived among us to fulfill the work
of reconciliation. He is present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue
and complete his mission. This work of God - the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - is the
foundation of all confessional statements about God, humanity, and the world. Therefore,
the church calls all people to be reconciled to God and to one another. To God be the glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations! Amen.

EXPRESSING OUR GRATITUDE IN OUR OFFERING

OFFERTORY: “Arioso” D. Paxton

Many ways to give and give back ’ paypal.com Click on link

| O |
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/112574644767835624/charity/3545525 "" s
OR Scan here: éﬁ,‘__ i

o When giving on PayPal, please be sure to SHARE your name and
== email address so we can give proper credit for the gift!!
*Doxology Song #592

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you
One: Lift up your hearts!
All:  We lift them up to the Lord


https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/112574644767835624/charity/3545525

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy...

(...the prayer continues and includes The Prayers of the People)
...Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours,
almighty Father, now and forever....(ending with the Lord’s Prayer). (Together, using “debts”)

Words of Institution

Communion of the People
It is traditional in our congregation to share the bread all at once, after everyone

has been served. Likewise, we wait to share the cup with each other.
Communion Music: “I Come With Joy” A. Lovelace

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion
We give you thanks, O Lord; for once again you have filled us with good things—
not just bread and wine, but your very self. Now may this glimpse of your kingdom
sustain us, and give us eyes to see you at work in every place, and strength to be your
body in the world. As you have blessed the bread and broken it, you have blessed us and
let light shine through the cracks. Make us your people, again and again, light for the
world. In Jesus name. Amen.

*HYMN: #2281 “May You Run and Not Be Weary” (Sing the Faith hymnal)

WE GO OUT IN GRATITUDE TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE: “A Trumpet Sound* S. Scott

SHARE OUR PRAYERS WITH:
For each of us to share the Gospel with someone this week:

> Don Bowman, Dave Dougherty, Sandy Dougherty, Stan Holdcraft, Johanna Miller, Barb
Reichert, Margo Shank, Mary Steider and Donna Wiseman for health needs
The family and friends of Ramona Schultz as they grieve for her.
Rob Seedorf and family as they grieve for his father.
Pray for our Military and their families.
AmeriCorps and Peace Corps workers and their families

VVVVY

GUESTS AND VISITORS
We are delighted to welcome you and worship with you today! First time visitors-we would love to
connect with you. Please text "welcome" to 219-300-9867 and share your contact information with

us.

The WHITE FLOWER is in memory of Ramona M. Schultz who passed away on January 24, 2026.

The CHANCEL FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Rick and Sarah Blank in
memory of Dick & Bobbie Blank



SERVING TODAY

Ministers All Members of the Congregation

Preacher Rev. Ericka Parkinson Kilbourne

Organist Carol Garrett

Liturgist Michele Bartels

Greeter(s) Walt & Janiece Barbknecht

Ushers Deb Langley

Video and Sound Team Mark Smith and Antoinette Jackson
MEMORIALS/DONATION _ i Memotials

The Help Fund received a donation from Mary Barr //' L&

Thankful for your kindness! K\\L‘ "N

Enjoy your special day!

Feb 01 Deb Langley Feb 19 Mathew Smith
Feb 01 Carrie Zerbe Feb 20 Donald Bowman
Feb 04 Andrew Altherr * * Feb 20 David Jackson
Feb 07 Antoinette Jackson vapr Feb 21 Mary Steider

Feb 09 Carol Baker Bulger Birthda, 4 Feb 23 Sebastian Mosher
Feb 10 Sherry Altherr o sf:* ; Feb 27 Lydia DelLeon

Dafepﬁ\;

to ReMeMber

EVENTS, DATES AND/OR TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. THIS LIST WILL BE UPDATED WEEKLY
AS OF TODAY, THIS IS THE MOST RECENT INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
% Feb 01 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka

* Feb 01 Communion Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service (4" Sunday after Epiphany) with Pastor Ericka
NOISY OFFERING

% Feb 01 NO Sunday School

% Feb 01 After worship, the Annual Congregational meeting

% Feb 02 Monday Groundhog Day

% Feb 02 Monday Pastor Off

< Feb 03 Tuesday 10 a.m. 3B

< Feb 04 Wednesday 4:30 pm B&G meeting

% Feb 05 Thursday 10 a.m. 3B

% Feb 06 Friday Office closed-Pastor by appointment

< Feb 07 Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Soup Kitchen

% Feb 08 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka

< Feb 08 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service (5" Sunday after Epiphany) with Pastor Ericka

< Feb 08 Sunday Elder/Deacon Shepherding workshop in the undercroft after worship

% Feb 09 Monday Pastor Off

% Feb 10 Tuesday 10 a.m. 3B

% Feb10 Tuesday Zoom Finance meeting

% Feb 11 Wednesday 10 a.m. Outreach meeting

< Feb 12 Thursday 10 a.m. 3B

% Feb 12 Thursday 5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meeting

% Feb13 Friday Office closed-Pastor by appointment

% Feb 14 Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Soup Kitchen

% Feb 15 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka

< Feb 15 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service (Transfiguration of the Lord) with Pastor Ericka

% Feb 15 Sunday Blood pressure screening

% Feb 15 Sunday after worship Mission meeting

< Feb 16 Monday Presidents Day OFFICE CLOSED

% Feb17 Tuesday Pastor Off



®,
o

Feb 18 Feb 18 Wednesday 1:30 p.m. Elisabeth Circle meeting

Feb 18 Ash Wednesday service at 5 p.m. (Offering will go to sponsor our youth group participating in
the “Walking in the Coldest Night”

Feb 18 Wednesday 6:30 Session meeting

Feb 18 Wednesday 8 p.m. Sailboat Church book study at Zorn with Pastor Ericka

Feb 19 Thursday 10 a.m. 3B

Feb 19 Thursday after 3B Sailboat Church book study with Alice and Lois

Feb 20 Friday Office closed-Pastor by appointment

Feb 20 Friday 11 a.m. Sailboat Church book study at Lakeshore Coffee with Pastor Ericka

Feb 21 Saturday 11 a.m. Sailboat Church book study at Peggy’s house 1406 York St. with
Peggy McAnally and Michele Bartels

* Feb 21 Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Soup Kitchen

% Feb 22 Sunday 9 a.m. Adult Ed Class with Pastor Ericka BLUE SHIRT SUNDAY

% Feb 22 Sunday 10 a.m. Worship service (1 Sunday in Lent) with Pastor Ericka NOISY OFFERING

% Feb 22 Sunday during children’s sermon - delivering Gracie Banks

Feb 22 Sunday One Great Hour of Sharing begins

Feb 23 Monday Pastor Off

Feb 24 Tuesday 10 a.m. 3B

Feb 26 Thursday 10 a.m. 3B

Feb 26 Thursday 11 a.m. WAM meeting

Feb 27 Friday Office closed-Pastor by appointment

Feb 28 Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Soup Kitchen

CHURCH CHAT

“Any or all information is subject to change without notification”
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JOIN US FOR A LENTEN STUDY 2026
SAILBOAT CHURCH BY JOAN S. GRAY

STUDY GROUPS FOR SAILBOAT CHURCH:
Starting dates:

SO, GRay e Feb. 18, Wednesday 8pm Zorn Brewery with
\ Is Your Church a Rowboat Church
or a Sailboat Church?

Pastor Ericka

= e Feb. 19, Thursday 11am after 3B with Alice Yacullo
A o
Helping Your Church and Lois Miley
Rethink Its Mission and Practice
== = e Feb. 20™, Friday 11AM Lakeshore Coffee with
Pastor Ericka

e Feb. 21, Saturday at Peggy’s house 1406 York St. MC
with Peggy McAnally and Michele Bartels

e On zoom, date and time TBD depending on preference
of attendees with Rev. Doreen Sterba Dezur

Books are available online at amazon.com or can be arranged with Diane in the church office. We will also
have a few copies available to be borrowed. Please arrange borrowing with Pastor Ericka

FORTY DAYS OF PRAYER

For a church to learn to sail, we need to be willing to consider what it would be to become sailors. Beginning
February 18th, we invite you to join us in using the guide to Forty Days of Prayer found at the end of Gray's
book. We will also be posting this prayer practice daily through Lent. Where will the Holy Spirit take us in
this thoughtful study? How can you be part of this prayer and study opportunity?



ATTENTION ELDERS, DEACONS, NOMINEES, AND SHEPHERDING FRIENDS!
The Outreach Committee would like to meet with you after church next Sunday, Feb. 8 to distribute
revised Shepherding lists and review the Shepherding guidelines attached to your leadership position.
Please go straight to the undercroft after service so that we can begin no later than 11:10. We will have
coffee downstairs along with treats for you. We’re looking forward to sharing with you again.

LIGHTS
With the ever rising cost of NIPSCO, we are asking that you PLEASE turn lights off when you are
exiting a room at the end of your meeting/gathering. Thank you.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Are you looking for a fulfilling way to serve your church community? Would you find joy
“ in keeping organized records of session minutes and congregational statistics? We are
now in an active search for a new Clerk of Session. And if you choose to step up to the

WA‘I’S'SEH‘JE task, you have the great opportunity to learn from our most recent Clerk, Laura Kittle,

and also Alice Yacullo, who served before her. You would not be alone! Please
prayerfully consider serving the congregation in this way. If you have any questions, you
can direct them to Pastor Ericka, Laura Kittle, or Alice Yacullo.

MESSAGE FROM CLERK OF SESSION
Dear Congregation Members and friends,
This is my last official letter to the congregation as | will be relinquishing my position as clerk at of the
end of this week. | have truly been blessed to serve the church in this way. | will miss all those that |
served with, but | will see you all in church and I will help in other ways!
Here are some highlights of our session meeting held on January 21, 2026:
*The statistical report for Presbytery for 2025 was approved by session.
*Session approved the building use for the Michigan City Chamber Music on both March 14th and April
18th.
*Session approved facility use for Kairos on the following dates: August 15 and 29th; September 12th
and 26th; and October 10th, 2026.
*Ash Wednesday is February 18th, Session will follow after the 5pm service, and also a Lenten
discussion will be held at Zorn Brewery at 8pm with Pastor Ericka.
*Session approved the use of 'Sailboat Church', a book to Adult Education as well as the Youth Ministry.
*Session approved the Youth ministry to attend a camp from July 5 thru 10th in connection with the
United Methodist church Indiana Conference. The camp is named: Impact 2818.
*Session approved the use of the Outlook Bible Study program for Wednesday bible study for 2026.
*Qutreach will hold a workshop for shepherds on February 8th after service downstairs in the
undercroft. Snacks will be served.
| thank you for your support and your prayers. | also ask for your prayers and support for a new clerk.
Prayers for the new and remaining members of session.
Christ's blessings to all,
Laura Kittle
Clerk of Session

PW PROJECT
During the months of January and February we are collecting bottles of salad dressing for the
overnight shelter. Thanks for your generosity.
Carol Garrett
Coordinating Moderator

YOU ARE INVITED
SEE FLYER ON BULLETIN BOARD
First United Methodist Church would like you to join them for their “last” Valentine Tea on Saturday,
February 14" at 1p.m. This event is open to everyone and it is their gift to the community. There is
no fee involved. They just want to have an afternoon filled with great memories of their last tea. The
event will be at held at 121 E. 7™ Street, Michigan City, Indiana.
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/Drafw Chair

For prayer requests
Contact Brian Spiece at
jspiece@hotmail.com

T 1t

Rev. Dr. Ericka Parkinson Kilbourne
Mobile - 219-380-6566
Office - 219-879-4501 Ext 203
Fax - 219-879-4503
E-mail erickapk@fpcmicity.org

T 17

Diane Yettaw, Office Administrator
Office - 219-879-4501 Ext 201
Fax - 219-879-4503
E-mail - dyettaw@fpcmicity.org

T 1t

Web Site Address - http://www.fpcmicity.org
YouTube - First Presbyterian Church Michigan City
Facebook - First Presbyterian Church Michigan City

WiFi password: TholyGod!

T Tt
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